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Abstract
The Egyptian Museum is home to an extensive collection of ancient Egyptian antiquities.
Besides those on display, thousands are in the basement and upper floor magazines. On
2018 the Ministry of Antiquities represented by the “pottery studies unite” launched a project
that aims to record and document ceramic objects (around 3,000) dated to different periods
of the Egyptian history from the prehistory to the Greco Roman period and repackage, and
store the objects according to professional standards. During our work in the basement of
the Egyptian Museum, we found many hidden treasures, we can call it “forgotten objects”
that has been stored in the basement of the museum for more than 110 year.

These collections included pottery from more than 50 archaeological sites. “Al-Masa’id”
site near We will find the monastery, which will be referred to in this article.
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Messaid was excavated in 1910-1913 by MFA Boston. Due to the division system, part
of the collection went to Boston museum. the rest stayed in the Egyptian museum. We
rediscovered this collection during our work in the basement of the Cairo Egyptian
Museum. it is not unusual to hear museum professionals say: “Yes, we were able to keep
our antiquities in their country of origin, but unfortunately, other countries have their
records. Object records have the same value as the objects, and should be shared”.

Keywords: Pottery - Egyptian museum - Messaid - Nag elhai - Excavation - Reisner.
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