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Abstract
Three Roman Funerary Steles from Tell al-Deir Cemetery in New Damietta

This paper handles the publication and study of three funerary Steles (tombstones)
discovered in Tell al-Deir Cemetery in New Damietta that had not been published before.
They are preserved in the museum storeroom in Tell al-Rub™ in Dakahlia.

The aim of this paper is to publish and study these Stelas to shed light on the mixing
of Egyptian and Roman funerary customs, which express the influence and impact of
ancient Egyptian arts on Greek and Roman arts, which resulted in a new form of funerary
Steles known as “tombstones”, so that the tombstone became an essential element of the
cemetery’s sculptures with the entry of Christianity into Egypt.
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The paper begins with a descriptive study of each stele separately, creating an identification
card for the antiquity, and then a detailed description. Then, it deals with the analytical
study of steles in terms of the artistic features of the stelse, such as the architectural
design, the shape of the clothing, the hairstyle, and the symbols depicted on the stele,
and it ends with a history based on a study of the artistic features.

Keywords: Tell al-Deir, Funerary Stele, Tombstones, Agathodaemon, Roman period.
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