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Abstract
Words in Everyday Egyptian Colloquial Arabic
with Greek, Coptic, Latin, and Syriac Origins

Daily Egyptian colloquial speech is rich with many words that may not be of Arabic
origin. Interestingly, some of these words can be traced back to ancient languages such
as Greek, Coptic, Latin, and Syriac—either shared among all of them or present in some.
This paper explores this phenomenon through an etymological approach, investigating
the use of each word in the dictionaries of these languages. The study examines this topic
from three main perspectives: (1) Words used in everyday public life within Egyptian
colloquial speech. (2) Ecclesiastical terms that have found their way into Egyptian
colloquial language. (3) Agricultural terms commonly used in rural Egyptian speech.

Keywords: Egyptian Colloquialism, Greek, Coptic, Latin, Syriac, Etymology.
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