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THE ARAB QUEEN “TEELHUNU" IN THE LIGHT OF CUNEIFORM SOURCES

Mahmoud Gamal Mohamed Elsebaey El -Tarabili

Assistant Lecture, Department of Ancient Egyptian Antiquities, Faculty of Arts, Mansoura University, Mansoura, Egypt
Abstract
The Arab queens were first mentioned during the reign of King Tiglath-Pileser Ill, and then several Arab
queens were mentioned after that, and the Assyrians called them queens of the Arab lands. However, we
find that during the reign of King Sennacherib, an Arab queen named Te’elhunu appeared, and she was
mentioned as an Arab queen. Then she was mentioned during the reign of King Ashurbanipal as a priestess
of the goddess Dilbad, unlike the other Arab queens who were mentioned only as queens. A queen named
Apkallatu was also mentioned, and she was mentioned during the reign of King Esarhaddon. Itis believed
that she is Queen Tilkhonu, meaning that the Arab queen Te’elhunu and Apkallatu are the same person,
and Apkallatu is another title for Queen Te’elhunu.
Keyword: Neo-Assyrian period, Arab queens, Assyrian kings, North Arabia
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