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EGYPT'S RELATIONSHIP WITH NUBIA FROM THE OLD KINGDOM UNTIL

THE BEGINNING OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH DYNASTY

AHMED MAHMOUD ABDELRAHMAN ABDELRAHMAN

Inspector of Egyptian Antiquities, Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities
A study extracted from a Master's thesis registered in the Department of Egyptology, Faculty of
Arts, Mansoura University, under the title: **"The End of the Kushite Era from 664 B.C. to 656 B.C.
(An Archaeological and Cultural Study)"**, supervised by Prof. Dr. Rifaat Sobhi Abdelrahman
Aglan and Prof. Dr. Wagdy Ramadan Mohamed Ali.

Abstract

This study examines the longstanding and multifaceted relationship between Egypt and
Nubia, tracing its evolution from the Old Kingdom through the New Kingdom. Beginning
with the Old Kingdom, the study explores the established patterns of correspondence and
trade, highlighting the exchange of valuable Nubian resources such as gold, exotic animals,
Ethiopian ivory, and incense. The importance of these resources led Egyptian rulers to
initiate military campaigns aimed at controlling Nubia. Despite these conflicts, trade
relations continued to develop, solidifying the connection between the two regions. This
relationship further intensified during the First Intermediate Period, marked by increased
intermarriage and broader cultural exchange. During the Middle Kingdom, Egyptian focus
shifted towards fortifying their borders with the construction of strategic forts and castles.
The New Kingdom saw Egypt’s resurgence in power and international influence after the
instability of the Second Intermediate Period. Ultimately, this study concludes that the
dynamic between Egypt and Nubia was complex, encompassing military actions to protect
Egyptian territory alongside crucial economic ties facilitating the flow of goods from
resource-rich Nubia.

Keywords: Nubia, Kush, The Kushite Kingdom, The rulers of Napata, The Temple of Buhen.
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