JOURNAL

EGYPT HERITAGE
ASSOCIATION

JOURNAL OF EGYPT HERITAGE ASSOCIATION
VOLUME 2
Caro 2023



MEETING POTAMON
AND HIS TRAVELLING COMPANION
ON THE LONG JOURNEY TO THE
UNDERWORLD
AN INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDY OF TWO ROMAN
MUMMIES OF TOMB 42 AT OXYRHYNCHUS!

AGUSTH FARjAS. BIBIANA; BURGAYA MARTHNEZ. BERNAT;
EGuiLuz MAESTRO. DELIA; MASCIA. LEAH;
MUNAR GRIMALT. MARGALIDA; PuLLIA. M. FRANCESCA.

Abstract

This paper presents the results of an interdisciplinary study carried out over the last
years in the High Necropolis of Oxyrhynchus by the joint team of restorers, philologists,
and anthropologists of the archaeological mission of the University of Barcelona. In
particular, the present contribution aims to provide an overview of the interdisciplinary
research activities conducted by this team in the Roman Tomb 42. As discussed in
the following pages, the studies carried out on two individuals — a child and a young
woman — have offered essential information on the funerary practices performed in the
city of Oxyrhynchus in the Roman period.

Keywords: Roman Oxyrhynchus, funerary archaeology, conservation, anthropology,
epigraphic studies
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[T ] With our deepest affection, we dedicate this contribution to Dr. Hassan Ibrahim Amer. For an in-depth study of the
iconography of the burial equipment associated with the deceased discovered in the Roman Tomb 42, see the contribution
in this volume by Dr. Esther Pons Mellado and Dr. Maite Mascort Roca
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PTOLEMAIC AND ROMAN
FIGURAL GRAFFITI
FROM THE TEMPLE OF KARNAK
AN OVERVIEW ON ITS DISTRIBUTION

AHMED ALTAHER

Abstract

An important source of ancient Egyptian history is the graffiti found in the temples of
Thebes, as it provides a comprehensive historical account of the relationships between
individuals and temples, the pilgrimage rituals that led to these visits, and what visitors
to the temples sought from their gods. Embroidering a personal message or image on
the temple wall was one way to present oneself. As opposed to stelae and statues, these
inscriptions clarified the relationship between the author of the graffiti and the gods in a
cheaper, more accessible, and immediate manner. It is evident from all the inscriptions
and scenes in those temples that all of the characters in them play a secondary role in
the service of the king and the deity. In temples, the high ranks could place their own
statues and paintings. In the Middle Kingdom, the rules prohibiting ordinary individuals
from portraying themselves inside temples were broken, so the high priests and the high
officials began making graffiti mentioning their names and depicting themselves on the
walls of temples, eventually including most members of temple society.

Despite the fact that the temples of Karnak were not designed to contain figural graffiti
throughout, this paper discusses how graffiti are distributed throughout the temple.
This study does not analyze or count these entries but rather addresses their spatial
distribution.

Keywords: Karnak Temples, Figural Graffiti, Self-presentation, Ptolemaic and Roman
periods.
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[T ]Ph.D. in Egyptology, Co-Director of Centre franco-igyptien d'iitude des temples de Karnak (CFEETK), Ministry of Tour-
ism and Antiquities
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THE SMALL FINDS
FROM THE EXCAVATION
IN FRONT OF KARNAK TEMPLES:
THEIR CONTEXT AND SIGNIFICANCE

S BT

AMIRA FAWzY ALl IBRAHIM'

Abstract

Between 2007 and 2013, the Supreme Council of Antiquities conducted a series of
six excavation campaigns in front of the western fasade of the Karnak temples. During
this operation, significant discoveries were made, including a great embankment of
sandstone blocks, public and private Ptolemaic bathes, and a sizable Roman-era bath
complex. This excavation also revealed a sizable residential area dating back to the late
Ptolemaic Period and extending to the 4th century AD, situated to the north and south of
the Roman baths. Among remarkable findings were hundreds of coins from the Greco-
Roman period and small finds have been found, such as clay toys, counters, beads made
of faience, amulets, bracelets, votive Osiris bronze statue, moulds, human terracotta
figurines, animal terracotta figurines, reused blocks, and reused private stela. Ceramic
material included trays, cooking pots, fire dogs, bowls, lids, portable cooking stoves, oil
lambs and vessels, which were used for the transport and storage of liquids and food.
Furthermore, ceramics designed for cultic purposes, such as altars and illumination
lamps, were closely linked to the Late Ptolemaic and Roman Period contexts.

This paper aims to focus on specific categories of these small finds excavated in front
of the first pylon. These small finds have a great significance as they clearly confirm
the continuity of the importance of the western facade of the Karnak temples during
the Greco-Roman period. This importance extended beyond religious significance to
include industrial and residential areas, as well as public and private baths. Additionally,
it’s worth noting that the majority of these small finds come from strata dating between
the end of the 2nd century AD and the latter half of the 4th century AD. Consequently,
these items provide an image of the daily life and belief of the people who inhabited
these houses during the Greek and Roman eras in in front of the Karnak temples.

Keywords: Karnak Temples, Excavation, Small Finds, Greco-Roman, First Pylon

[ 7] Ph.D. in Egyptology, Archaeologist at Karnak temples and Member of The excavation team in front of first pylon at
Karnak temples, Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities
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FISH MUMMIFICATION
AN APPROACH TO OXYRHYNCHITE
TECHNIQUES
PART |

STy o
J@ 2 Q)N
BiBIANA AGUSTH! & NATALIA LLACH?

Abstract

This article presents an experimental archaeology project that aimed to reproduce the
Oxyrhyncus fish mummification process. The project’s main research questions were
focused on understanding how several fish and mummification materials influenced the
process.

Keywords: animal mummification, fish, dehydration, balms, oils.
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THE BAPTISTERY WITH CIBORIUM
AND BAPTISMAL FONT OF THE BASILICA
OF ST. PHILOXENUS AT OXYRHYNCHUS
(EL-BAHNASA, EGYPT)

o S ST

Josit JAVIER MARTHNEZ GARCHA !
ADRIANA RECASENS ESCARDY 2

Abstract

During the 2019 and 2020 campaigns in Sector 24, a new room was discovered in the
Basilica that had not been studied yet. It allows us to study in depth some of the ritual
elements of the first centuries of Christianity such as baptism and in addition to the
infrastructures that accompany this rite of passage, such as the baptistery, ciborium and
baptismal font, as well as its symbology and evolution.

Keywords: St Philoxenus, ciborium, baptismal font, baptistery, Oxyrhynchus.
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LA DISPARITION
DU PHARE DALEXANDRIE

KHALED GHARIB®

Abstract

The Lighthouse of Alexandria was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.
Since Ptolemy Philadelphus’ reign, it has been one of the most famous buildings in
Alexandria’s harbor. The Light House is an iconic symbol of classical history. Poets and
artists described its magnificence, but when did it disappear? Neither archaeological
nor historical evidence has been found, except of some remarks that the Arab historians
have made.

Keywords: Lighthouse, earthquake, Ptolemy I, Ibon Batouta
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FUNERARY SYMBOLISM
IN ROMAN TIMES
IN OXYRHYNCHUS

(EL-BAHNASA)

MAITE MASCORT ROCA
EsTHER PONS MELLADO?

Abstract

In the 2019 excavation season, a new sector (Sector 36) was opened in the Upper
Necropolis one of the most important and extensive area of Oxyrhynchus that covers
a very wide chronological framework: from the Saite period to the Christian-Byzantine
period, including the Persian and Ptolemaic-Roman times (664 BC7-th century).

The archaeological works in this sector have continued during the years 2022-2020 and
the results have been very satisfactory. Here we have found several Ptolemaic-Roman
tombs built with limestones blocks, many mummified female and male individuals,
some of them cover with a thin gold leaf and with or without polychrome cartonnages,
golden tongues and mud seals with figures of animals, divinities and inscriptions.

Keywords: Upper Necropolis, Saite period, Christian-Byzantine period, cartonnages,
mummy
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[T ] Co-director of the Archaeological Mission of Oxyrhynchus
Co-director of the Archaeological Mission of Oxyrhynchus



THE RECTANGULAR SUPERSTRUCTURE
BYZANTINE TOMBS
IN SECTOR 39

OF THE UPPER NECROPOLIS OF OXYRHYNCHUS
THE CENTRAL ENSEMBLE OF TOMBS
IN THE BYZANTINE CEMETERY OF SECTOR 39

S o S

NURIA CASTELLANO SOLE!
FRANCESC PuLLIA?
IRENE RiuDAVETS GONZALEZ?

Abstract

The archaeological site of Oxyrhynchus, built over the locations of the Pharaonic Per-
Medyed, is located 190 kilometres south of Cairo, on the left bank of the Bahr Yussef,
next to the modern town of El-Bahnasa. The importance of Oxyrhynchus, capital of
the XIXth nome of Upper Egypt, comes mainly from its strategic geographical location.
It boasts a river port on the Bahr Yussef and a connection to the western desert route,
particularly towards the Bahariya Oasis. The excellent location may have been the
reason for its development during the XXVIth dynasty and the presence of a necropolis
containing huge tombs of officials.

Per-Medyed has been known from geographical lists since Pharaonic times, but it was
in the late 19th century when archaeological excavations began. Scholars such as
Grenfell, Hunt, and Petrie, among others, worked in Oxyrhynchus and located some
tombs from the New Kingdom, Ptolemaic, and Roman periods. The Supreme Council
of Antiquities discovered tombs in the high Necropolis from 1982 to 1992, and since
1992, the Spanish Archaeological Mission has been conducting excavations.

Keywords: Necropolis, Oxyrhynchus, Byzantine cemetery
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[ 1 ] (Assistant Professor, Open University of Catalonia)

(Anthropologist and archaeologist at BAULA. Recerca ArqueolTgica)

PhD candidate in the Society and Culture: History, Anthropology, Art, and Heritage program at the University of Bar-
celona
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UNWRAPPING IDENTITY
AN INSCRIPTION
FROM THE SAITE TOMB NO.54

AGERN
SUSANA SOLER !

Abstract

This article is a small token of tribute to Professor Hassan Amer, with whom | have had
the pleasure of working during the last years since my recent incorporation into the
team of the Egyptian-Spanish archaeological mission at Oxyrhynchus.

Keywords: Oxyrhynchus - An inscription - Saite period — tomb- Identity
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